
 

County of Union, Illinois 

Office of the Chief Information Officer 

309 W. Market—Room 115 

Jonesboro, IL 62952 

Rollie Hawk, CIO 

(618) 925-2470 

cio@unioncountyil.gov 

@unioncountycio 

January 26, 2018 

[sent via email] 

Julia Harte 
National Affairs Correspondent 
Thomson Reuters 

Julia.Harte@thomsonreuters.com 

 

Dear Ms. Harte: 

Please consider this our response to your attached Freedom of Information Act request, received via email on 
January 19, 2018 and summarized below: 

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140, I am writing to request copies of all 
correspondence between your office and any of the following groups since January 1, 2017, regarding 
your county’s registered voter list: 

 The Public Interest Legal Foundation 

 True the Vote 

 Judicial Watch 

 The American Civil Rights Union 

 The Minnesota Voters Alliance 

Please find attached records responsive to your request. 

We consider your request completed.  If we can be of further assistance, please let us know. 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Rollie Hawk, Chief Information Officer 

Enclosure 

Cc: Tyler R. Edmonds, State’s Attorney 
Terry Bartruff, County Clerk 



From:Julia.Harte@thomsonreuters.com [mailto:Julia.Harte@thomsonreuters.com] 
 Sent: Friday, January 19, 2018 3:49 PM

 To:Julia.Harte@thomsonreuters.com
 Subject: Illinois FOI request

 
To the County Clerk & Recorder,
 
I am a reporter for Reuters. Under the Illinois Freedom of Informa�on Act, 5 ILCS 140, I am wri�ng to request copies of
all correspondence between your office and any of the following groups since January 1, 2017, regarding your county’s
registered voter list:

    The Public Interest Legal Founda�on

    True the Vote

    Judicial Watch

    The American Civil Rights Union

    The Minnesota Voters Alliance

To give you an example of the types of records I am seeking, the Public Interest Legal Founda�on (PILF) said it sent a
group of coun�es, including yours, the following le�er in September, reques�ng disclosure and inspec�on of your voter
list maintenance records:h�ps://publicinterestlegal.org/files/Sample-2017-no�ce.pdf I would like to receive copies of
any follow-up correspondence between your office and PILF. I would also like to receive copies of any similar
correspondence between your office and the other groups listed above. If you received similar le�ers from any groups
not listed above, I would also like copies of those.

If your office was not the recipient of the PILF le�er and other correspondence about maintenance of the county’s
voter list, please forward this le�er to the appropriate person or let me know which person(s) has custody of these
records.
 
If there are any fees for searching or copying these records, please inform me if the cost will exceed $25.00.  However, I
would also like to request a waiver of all fees in that the disclosure of the requested informa�on is in the public interest
and will contribute significantly to the public’s understanding of voter list maintenance ac�vity across the country in
this major elec�on year. I am reques�ng similar informa�on from coun�es in other U.S. states as well. This informa�on
is not being sought for commercial purposes.
 
I look forward to hearing from you in wri�ng within five working days, as required by Act 5 ILCS 140(3).  If access to the
records I am reques�ng will take longer, please contact me with informa�on about when I should expect copies of the
requested records.
 
If you deny any por�on, or all, of this request, please provide me with a wri�en explana�on of the reason(s) for your
denial, including a cita�on to each specific statutory exemp�on you feel jus�fies the refusal to release the informa�on
and no�fy me of the appeal procedures available to me under the law. If you conclude that por�ons of the records that
I request are exempt from disclosure, please release the remainder of such records for inspec�on and copying,
redac�ng only the por�on or por�ons that you claim are exempt.

Please contact me with any ques�ons about my request. Thank you for your �me.

Sincerely,
 
Julia
 
--
Julia Harte
Na�onal Affairs Correspondent

https://publicinterestlegal.org/files/Sample-2017-notice.pdf


Thomson Reuters
1333 H St NW, Sixth Floor
Washington, DC 20005
Office: 202-898-8312
Mobile: 202-590-7402

































 
Terry Bartruff 

UNION COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER 
Union County Court House 

 
Phone: (618) 833-5711                 309 W. Market St. 
Fax: (618) 833-8712        Room 116 
         Jonesboro, IL. 62952 

 
Robert D Popper 
Judicial Watch, Inc. 
425 Third Street, SW Suite 800 
Washington DC 20024 
 
Mr. Popper, 
 
Union County, Illinois performs the required maintenance to the best of our ability to maintain 
accurate voter rolls in our county pertaining to NVRA Section 8. I am including a letter from our 
states attorney that was sent to you on August 9, 2017.  
 
You are more than welcome to visit our office to see the extent of the work that is performed 
first hand in this endeavor. 
 
 
 

 

 
_________________________ 

Terry Bartruff 
Union County Clerk/ Recorder 
tbartruff@unioncountyil.gov 
 








