
 

County of Union, Illinois 

Office of the Chief Information Officer 

309 W. Market—Room 115 

Jonesboro, IL 62952 

Rollie Hawk, CIO 

(618) 925-2470 

cio@unioncountyil.gov 

@unioncountycio 

March 30, 2017 

[sent via email] 

S. Piya Mukherjee 
Assistant Attorney General 
Public Access Bureau 

SMukherjee@atg.state.il.us 

RE: FOIA Request for Review — 2017 PAC 46853 

Dear Ms. Mukherjee: 

Please consider this our response to your attached letter requesting review, sent via email on March 21, 2017. 
 
As there is no longer a pending case related to the records requested, we have since released all responsive records to 
Mr. Bigler.  Please find attached our response to Mr. Bigler dated March 28, 2017. 
 
If we may be of any further assistance, please let me know. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Rollie Hawk, Chief Information Office 

Enclosure 

 
Cc: Tyler Edmonds, State’s Attorney 
 



OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

STATE OF ILLINOIS

Lisa Madigan
ATTORNEY GENERAL

March 21, 2017

Via electronic mail

Mr. Rollie Hawk

Chief Information Officer

Union County Sheriffs Department
309 West Market Street

Room 115

Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

cio@unioncountyil. gov

RE: FOIA Request for Review — 2017 PAC 46853

Dear Mr. Hawk: 

The Public Access Bureau has received the attached Request for Review of the

response by the Union County Sheriff' s Department ( Department) to a February 7, 2017, 
Freedom of Information Act ( FOIA) request submitted by Mr. John Bigler. We have determined
that further action is warranted. 

On February 7, 2017, Mr. Bigler submitted the attached FOIA request to the
Department seeking the traffic crash report and investigation records relating to a hit-and- run
incident that occurred on January 20, 2017, involving Dakota Dodds and Scott Burgher. On
February 14, 2017, the Department provided responsive records with redactions pursuant to
section 7( 1)( d)( iii) of FOIA ( 5 ILCS 140/ 7( 1)( d)( iii) (West 2015 Supp.), as amended by Public
Act 99- 642, effective July 28, 2016). On March 9, 2017, Mr. Bigler submitted this Request for
Review contesting the Department' s denial. 

As required under section 9. 5( c) of FOIA ( 5 ILCS 140/ 9. 5( c) ( West 2014)), 

please provide to this office a detailed written explanation for the asserted exemption, together

with unredacted and redacted copies of the requested records for our confidential review. In

your response, please clarify whose ability to receive a fair trial or impartial hearing is at issue, 
and how disclosure of the records would jeopardize that ability. 

500 South Second Street, Springfield, Illinois 62706 • ( 217) 782- 1090 • TTY: ( 217) 785 - 2771 • Fax: ( 217) 782- 7046

100 West Randolph Street, Chicago, Illinois, 60601 • ( 312) 814- 3000 • TTY: ( 312) 814- 3374 • Fax: ( 312) 814- 3806



Mr. Rollie Hawk

March 21, 2017

Page 2

As we review this matter, we will advise you if we require additional information. 

If you believe that other documents or information would help us as we review these issues, you
may submit additional records or affidavits with the requested information. 

This information must be submitted to our office within seven ( 7) business days
after receipt of this letter. Under FOIA, "[ t] he Public Access Counselor shall forward a copy of
the answer to the person submitting the request for review, with any alleged confidential
information to which the request pertains redacted from the copy. The requester may, but is not
required to, respond in writing[.]" 5 ILCS 140/9. 5( d) ( West 2014). If you claim that any
portion of your written response is confidential, please send two versions of your response

letter: a complete copy for this office' s confidential review and a redacted version suitable
for this office to forward to the requester. 

Please contact me at ( 312) 814- 5383 or at SMukherjee@atg. state. il.us if you have
questions or would like to discuss this matter. Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

S. PIYA MUKHERJEE

Assistant Attorney General
Public Access Bureau

Attachment

cc: Via electronic mail

Mr. John Bigler ( will receive letter only) 
Bigler Law Office

407 East Vienna Street

Anna, Illinois 62906

aj@biglerlawil. com



FOIA - REQUEST FOR REVIEW BY PUBLIC ACCESS COUNSELOR ( PAC) 

Name of Requester:( q/P,/" daLii di ,ire

Street Address: « 27Eaoz
L%c z', a c4- r7<A/wwa IX/ 62901' 

E- mail Address: pjp, g eri tt!// CoM

Telephone Number: ( d/f)f.33' 7
Preferred Method of Contact: U. S. 

1U.
S. Mail//0 //// E- mail I

Name of the Public Body: GU0 Aori421( 22/ 22,- Y/77//je.n7Z
Date on Which the Public Body Denied the FOIA request: Fe%

raary 1Y, AO/ 7 * 

A Request for Review must be filed within 60 calendar days of the date on which the public
body denied the FOIA request. If no response, the Request for Review must be filed within 60
days of the date the response was due. ( Typically, 5 business days after receipt by the public
body.) 

Attach the following documents: 

1. " Copy of the FOIA Request. 
AND

2. ® Copy of any Response( s) from the Public Body. In order to facilitate the
PAC' s review, please include all documents or correspondence from the public

body, as well as a written summary of any oral communications. 
OR

Please mark if you allege the public body did not respond to your request. 

Note: The PAC cannot review denials of FOIA requests made to the General Assembly or
submitted for a " commercial purpose" ( 5 ILCS 140/ 2( c- 10)). 5 ILCS 140/ 9. 5( a), ( b). 

You may identify particular issues for the PAC to review, if applicable. Attach additional pages as

necessary: fee

I hereby submit this request for the PAC to review the denial of my FOIA request. 

Signature of Requester: Date: 



BIGLER LAW OFFICE
407 E. Vienna St, 

P. O. Box 481

Anna, IL 62906

Office: ( 618) 833- 4777; Fax: 618- 833- 4770

D. D. Bigler

A. John Bigler

Direct: 613- 024- 1065

Direct: 618- 607- 2815

March 13, 2017

SENT VIA FAX (217- 782- 1396), 

VIA EMAIL (PUBLICACCESS@a ATG.STATE.IL.US), 
AND U.S. MAIL TO
Ms. Sarah Pratt

Public Access Counselor

Office of the Attorney General
500 South 2nd Street

Springfield, IL 62706

Re: Request for Review pursuant to 5 ILCS 140/ 9. 5( a) 

Dear Ms. Pratt, 

1J[ u hig1er1nri1. coin

aj: a higlerlax il. com

On February 7, 2017 our office made a FOIA request to the Union County Sheriff' s
Office for an Illinois Traffic Crash Report and other investigative reports/ documents

pertaining to a pedestrian/ vehicular incident that occurred on January 20, 2017. On
February 14, 2017 our request was denied by Chief Information officer, Rollie Hawk, and
Union County State' s Attorney, Tyler Edmonds, claiming exemption under Section
7( 1)( d)( iii) of FOIA ( 5ILCS 140/ 7( 1)( d)( iii). Copies of our requests and their denial are
enclosed. 

On February 23, 2017 our office responded to the denial and asked that they reconsider
based on the information contained in the enclosed response letter, and we narrowed the

scope of our request to only include the Illinois Traffic Crash Report concerning the
aforementioned incident that left our client, Dakota Dodds, needing immediate and
continued medical care. Our office was contacted by phone and discussed the fact that the
State was maintaining its position but suggested that we file litigation and open a MR
case in circuit court. That option has been considered but it is not believed to be the best
use of resources by our office or the court simply to get a traffic crash report. So given
our narrowed response was denied and we will not be filing in circuit court in order to
have the ability to issue a subpoena we are appealing this wrongful denial by Union
County State' s Attorney' s Office. 

The information which we have requested is clearly releasable under FOIA and, in our
opinion, may not validly be protected by any of the Act' s exemptions. We ask that you
review the enclosed request and denial, and determine if a FOIA violation has occurred. 



Request for Review pursuant to 5 ILCS 140/ 9. 5( a) 

March 9, 2017

Page 2 of 2

Thank you for your attention in this matter. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please don' t hesitate to contact our office. 

Very Truly Yours, 

Enclosures

cc: Ms. Dakota Dodds
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BIGLER LAW OFFICE
407 E. Vienna St. 

P. O. Box 481

Anna, IL 62906

Office: ( 618) 833- 4777; Fax: 618- 833- 4770

I). t), Bigler

loin 6i_ Icr

February 23, 2017

Uircei: bIS- 921- IU65 Jt ithiglerinn; limn' 

Direct: 618- 697- 2815 i'higlerl: m' ilxom

SENT VIA EMAIL TO CIO n UNIONCOUNTYIL. GOV
Union County Sheriff' s Department
Attn: Rollie Hawk

307 West Market Street

Jonesboro, IL 62952

Re: Denial of request for public records under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act
hereafter " FOIA") 

Dear Mr. Hawk: 

Prior to filing an appeal we ask that you reconsider your wrongful denial towards our request for
public records under FOIA. The denial towards our request of information under FOIA is in
itself improper. 

You claim exemption from disclosure under Section 7( 1)( d)( iii) of FOIA ( 5 ILCS
140/ 7( 1)( d)( iii) stating that the records we requested relate to a pending case and such disclosure
would create a substantial likelihood that a person would be deprived of a fair trial or an
impartial hearing. You failed to assert as to why the disclosure of the information requested
could create a substantial likelihood that a person could be deprived of a fair trial or impartial
hearing. The exemption section that you mostly relied your denial on also states that while
asserting the exemption you have the burden of proving by clear and convincing evidence that
the disclosure of the records in question would create a substantial likelihood that a person will
be deprived of a fair trial or impartial hearing. To meet that burden you must provide specific
evidence that disclosure of the information requested could create a substantial likelihood that a
person will be deprived of a fair trial or impartial hearing. You failed to provide this information
and instead simply quoted the section language in your response and denial of our request. 
Therefore, your denial to our request under FOIA is insuffient and improper. 

Additionally, it is my understanding that the State' s Attorney has yet to file charges concerning
the information requested. 1t seems clear that if there is not a current case filed and thus a
defendant that could be deprived of a fair trial or impartial hearing, the exemption is not
applicable. 



In an attempt to deny our request, Section 7( I)( d)( i) of FOIA may have been the more proper
exemption. That said, the County must, under either section, provide sufficient evidence to prove
that the information requested is indeed exempt. As it stands, your denial in itself is insufficient; 
your response is improper to our request and is in violation of FOIA. 

It is critical that we learn the liable driver' s insurance information. At this point and in order to
assist Ms. Dodds with her medical needs we agree to narrow the scope of our request and only
ask that you release the Traffic Crash Report that was requested. The Traffic Crash Report would
not contain any sensitive information that could potentially harm a criminal defendant, by
depriving him of a fair trial or an impartial hearing. I would also argue that it would not contain
any information that could interfere with any pending or actually and reasonably contemplated
law enforcement proceedings. What is clear, is that it is interfering with Ms. Dodds' ability to
seek providers without being able to provide the liable driver' s insurance coverage information. 

Again, please consider withdrawing your wrongful denial and provide my office with the
requested public information. Thank you in advance for your attention and anticipated
cooperation. If you have any questions or need additional information please contact the office. 

Very Truly Yours, 

Bigler Law Office

Cc: Dakota Dodds

Union County State' s Attorney, Mr. Tyler Edmonds ( via email) 
Union County Sherriff, Mr. Scott Harvel ( via email) 
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sent via email] 

Bigler Law Office

407 E. Vienna St. 

PO Box 481

Anna, IL 62906

Mr. Bigler: 

County of Union, Illinois Rollie Hawk, CIO

Office of the Chief Information Officer ( 618) 925- 2470
309 W. Market— Room 115 cio@unioncountyil. gov

Jonesboro, IL 62952 @unioncountycio

February 14, 2017

Please consider this our response to your attached Freedom of Information Act request via fax to Union County Sheriff
on February 7, 2017 and summarized below: 

Pursuant to the FOIA please provide me with copies of the following documents/ records within the next 5
business days regarding a hit ... and -11111 that occuned on January 20, 2017 In The Blue Boar parking lot in the
city of Cobden, Dlinois, between Dakota Dodds and Scott Burgher: 

Illinois Traffic Crash Report; and

All other reports and/ or documents pertaining to the investigation that occurred as a result of the
aforementioned Incident. 

We are denying your request. Please be advised of the following: 

1) We are denying your request for these records as they relate to a pending case and as such disclosure would create
a substantial likelihood that a person will be deprived of a fair trial or an impartial hearing pursuant to Section
7( 1)( d)( iii) of FOIA ( 5 ILCS 140/ 7( 1)( d)( iii)). Additionally, pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 415( c) ( 134 III. 2d R. 415( c)) 
materials such as those responsive to this request shall remain in the exclusive custody of the attorneys they are
furnished to under the Regulations of Discovery. 

2) Chief Information Officer Rollie Hawk and State' s Attorney Tyler Edmonds are the persons responsible for this
denial. 

3) You have the right to review by the Public Access Counselor. Her contact information Is below. 

Sarah Pratt

Public Access Counselor

Office of the Attorney General
500 S. 2nd Street

Springfield, Illinois 62706

Phone: 1 -877 -299 -FOIA ( 1- 877- 299- 3642) 

Fax: ( 217) 782- 1396

E- mail: publicaccess@atg. state. il. us

4) You have the right to Judicial review of this denial under Section 11 of FOIA ( 5 ILCS 140/ 11). 

We consider your request completed. If I may be of further assistance, please letme know. 



Sincerely, 

48,1 ttv
Rollie Hawk, Chief Information Office

Enclosure

Cc: Tyler Edmonds, State' s Attorney
Scott Harvel, Sheriff



BIGLER LAW OFFICE
407 E. Vienna St. 

P. O. Box 481

Anna, It, 62906

Office: ( 618) 833- 4777; Fax: 618- 833- 4770

D. D. Bigler

A. John [ 3iglcr

February 7, 2017

SENT VIA FAX TO 618- 833- 3900

Union County Sheriff' s Department
Attn: Heidi

307 West Market Street

Jonesboro, IL 62952

Direct 618- 924- 11165 ddia?bi_ Ierlawitcom
Direct: 618- 697- 2815 ajli7biglerla+ei1. euiu

Re: Request for public records under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act
hereafter " FOIA") 

To whom it may concern: 

Pursuant to the FOIA please provide me with copies of the following documents/ records
within the next 5 business days regarding a hit- and- run that occurred on January 20, 2017
in The Blue Boar parking lot in the city of Cobden, Illinois; between Dakota Dodds and
Scott Burgher: 

Illinois Traffic Crash Report; and

All other reports and/ or documents pertaining to the investigation that occurred as
a result of the aforementioned incident. 

Thank you for your attention in this matter. If you have any questions or need additional
information please contact me. 

Very Trul You

Bigler Law

Cc: Dakota Dodds



 

County of Union, Illinois 

Office of the Chief Information Officer 

309 W. Market—Room 115 

Jonesboro, IL 62952 

Rollie Hawk, CIO 

(618) 925-2470 

cio@unioncountyil.gov 

@unioncountycio 

March 28, 2017 

[sent via email] 

Bigler Law Office 
407 E. Vienna St. 
PO Box 481 
Anna, IL 62906 

Dear Mr. Bigler: 

Please consider this our follow-up response to your attached Freedom of Information Act request via fax to the Union 
County Sheriff on February 7, 2017 and summarized below: 

Pursuant to the FOIA please provide me with copies of the following documents/records within the next 5 
business days regarding a hit ... and-11l11 that occurred on January 20, 2017 in The Blue Boar parking lot in the 
city of Cobden, Illinois, between Dakota Dodds and Scott Burgher: 
 

 Illinois Traffic Crash Report; and 

 All other reports and/or documents pertaining to the investigation that occurred as a result of the 
aforementioned incident. 

 
We had previously denied your request in a February 15, 2017 response due to it relating to a pending case.  I have 
been informed by State’s Attorney Tyler Edmonds that there is no longer a pending case and the responsive records 
can now be released. 
 
Please find attached all responsive records with the following redactions made: 
 

 Home addresses, personal telephone numbers, license plates and driver’s license numbers are defined as 
personal information in Section 2(c-5) of FOIA (5 ILCS 140/2(c-5)) and per Section 7(1)(b) of FOIA (5 ILCS 
140/7(1)(b)) are exempted. 

 Dates of birth are exempt under Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA (5 ILCS 140/7(1)(c)) as approved by the Office of the 
Attorney General in pre-authorization letter 2011 PAC 13577. 

 Names of witnesses are exempted under Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA (5 ILCS 140/7(1)(c)) as approved by the Office 
of the Attorney General in pre-authorization letter 2011 PAC 15997. 

 The names of third parties who were never arrested or were incidentally mentioned in police reports are 
exempted under Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA (5 ILCS 140/7(1)(c)) as approved by the Office of the Attorney General 
in pre-authorization letter 2011 PAC 12140.  

 
We consider your request completed.  If I may be of further assistance, please let me know. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Rollie Hawk, Chief Information Office 



Enclosure 

 
Cc: Tyler Edmonds, State’s Attorney 
 



~B/07/2017/TUE 04:56PM Bigler Law Office FAX No. 6188334770 P. 001 

Bigler Law Office 

Fax 
To: Union Coun~ Sheriff's Department From; Ursula Rakes, on behalf of'John Bigler 

Attn:~ dg~ 
v 

Fax~ 618-833-3900 Pages: (2 w/ cover sheet) 

Phone: 618·833-5500 Date: 2/7/17 

Re: FOIA request 

Urgent ForRaviaw Please Comment Please Reply Please Recycle 

If, for any reason, you do not receive all of this document, please call618-897-2815. 

Bigler Law Office, 407 E. Vienna St., P.O. Box 481, Anna, IL 62006 
TEL: 618-833-47n; FAX: 618-833-4770 

Received Time Feb. 7. 2017 3:10PM No. 3094 



FEB/07/2017/TUE 04:56PM Bigler Law Office FAX No. 6188334770 

BIGLER LAW OFFICE 
40 7 E. Vienna St. 

P.O. Box 481 
Anna, IL 62906 

Office: (618) 833-4777; Fax: 618-883-4770 

D.D. Bigler 
/\. John Bigler 

February 7, 2017 

SENTVIAFAXTO 618-833-3900 
Union County Sheriffs Department 
Attn: Heidi 
307 West Market Street 
Jonesboro, IL 62952 

Direct: 618 .. 924-l 065 
Direct.: (; 18-697-2815 

dd({!~biglerluwil.com 
aj(ph iglef"la.wif .~om 

Re: Request for public records under the illinois Freedom of Information Act 
(hereafter ''FOIA") 

To whom it may concern: 

P. 002 

PW'suant to the FOIA please provide me with copies of the following documents/records 
within the next 5 business days regarding a hit ... and-11l11 that occuned on January 20, 2017 
in The Blue Boar parking lot in the city of Cobden, Dlinois, between Dakota Dodds and 
Scott Burgher: 

• Illinois Traffic Crash Report; and 
• All other reports and/or documents pertaining to the investigation that occurred as 

a result of the aforementioned incident. 

Thank you for your attention in this matter. If you have any questions or need additional 
information please contact me. 

Cc: Dakota Dodds 

Received Time Feb. 7. 2017 3:10PM No. 3094 

















 

 








